
ECON 8540 - Mini Coupled Natural Human Systems Proposal Exercise 

Due 9-20-2017 

Effective grant proposal writing is critical to funding and sustaining a research program.  Now that we 

have a formulated a research idea and a methodological approach, the next step would be to find a 

sponsor to fund the project.  Because you do not necessarily know the disciplinary training of your future 

reviewers, motivating well and communicating clearly the importance of your research questions is 

critical.  For this exercise, you will write a research statement for use in a hypothetical mini-proposal, 

which motivates and described our beach erosion and nourishment project.   

Research Statement Requirements:  2 pages, 12 pt. Times font, single-spaced 

Motivation (1/2 page):  

This section should include a clear statement of intellectual merit of the research and expected  
significance. In addition, it should discuss the project’s broader impacts (i.e. its importance to North  
Carolina’s policymakers and coastal communities) and explain why your proposal is innovative 
 
Relevance (1/4 page):  
 
This section should explain how the project is within the scope of integrative social-natural research that  
the Coastal Resource Management program attempts to cultivate in our doctoral students.  
 
Contribution (1/2 page):  

This section should be clear about the specific contribution to the scholarly literature, to North Carolina’s 

resource management challenges, or both by highlighting what has been already done, what gaps remain, 

and how the research team’s proposed project addresses these gaps. 

Approach (3/4 page):  

This section should include a brief description of the research design, including information about the 

methodological approach and its novelty, how the approach will be calibrated, parameterized and/or 

simulated and what sources – i.e., published contributions in the literature, existing datasets, etc. – will 

be used.  In addition, this section should explicitly state the proposed hypothesis(es) that will be tested 

and the method(s) used to test the hypotheses. 

 

*If you are new to proposal writing, use Hochard and Li (2015).pdf as an example and guide.  Note, the 

research statement in this proposal follows the same format but is nearly 5 pages long.  Concise writing 

will be particularly important for a 2-page research statement.   


